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Welding and hot work 
essential program 

OAR 437-002 Division 2 Subdivision Q 

 

 

Summary 

Hot work activities such as welding, cutting, and brazing pose serious hazards, including fire, explosion, 

toxic fumes, and eye and skin injuries. Oregon OSHA requires employers to implement controls to protect 

workers, including proper ventilation, fire prevention, and personal protective equipment (PPE). These 

rules apply to welding, cutting, brazing, and similar operations in general industry settings. 

 

 

Basic requirements 

Develop a written hot work program: This includes assigning a competent person, providing 

proper PPE and fire-resistant equipment and guards, maintaining adequate ventilation, using fire 

watches when required, and following manufacturer instructions. Create a hot work permit system, 

when required.  

Training: Employees must be trained in hazard recognition and be able to identify risks such as fire, 

explosion, toxic fumes, burns, and electric shock. Other important topics include proper personal 

protective equipment, understanding emergency procedures, and what to do in case of an emergency. 

Employers must document all training. 

 

 

Best practices 

Conduct air monitoring: Different operations cause different types of fumes and off-gassing. 

Conduct a hazard assessment before work to determine potential risks and/or work with an industrial 

hygienist to help identify potential hazards. Appropriate air sampling can help businesses implement 

appropriate measures to control exposure to fumes. 

Treat all welding as “hot work”: Fire and explosion risks are serious issues. Keep flammable 

materials away from work areas, stage fire extinguishers in close locations, increase ventilation when 

necessary, and maintain a fire watch for 30 minutes after welding. 

  

Search Welding and hot work at saif.com Oregon OSHA requirement: 

[√]  Written program 
[√]  Training 

 

https://osha.oregon.gov/OSHARules/div2/div2Q.pdf
https://www.saif.com/
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Resources 

SAIF’s welding health and safety guide 

 

Hot work permit (NFPA) 

 

Oregon OSHA resource page 

Landing page for Oregon OSHA welding resources including checklists and fact sheets for specific 

types of welding operations and hazard alerts. 

 

Oregon OSHA welding checklist 

Self-inspection checklist for use before welding, cutting, and brazing. 

https://www.saif.com/documents/SafetyandHealth/Welding/S832_Welding_Health_and_Safety.pdf
https://www.nfpa.org/downloadable-resources/forms/hot-work-permit
https://osha.oregon.gov/Pages/topics/welding.aspx
https://osha.oregon.gov/OSHAPubs/checklists/welding.pdf

