Energy Control Program


A. Purpose.

___________________ is committed to the safety and health of its employees.  One potential hazard to be avoided is the unexpected start-up of a machine.  Energy Control Procedures (also known as Lockout / Tagout procedures) must be used before employees work where unexpected movement, start-up, or release of stored energy could cause injury.   These are the minimum requirements for the control of potential energy when maintenance or servicing is done on machinery.  Use these procedures and any other steps necessary to ensure machinery is stopped and isolated from all potentially hazardous energy sources.

Maintenance and repairs must be performed only by trained and authorized shop employees and supervisors.  Employees who have not been trained and authorized must not attempt this work.

This program will be reviewed and re-evaluated annually in order to ensure complete and accurate information is recorded.

B. Compliance With This Program.

All employees must comply with the limitations, restrictions, and requirements imposed by this procedure.  Employees must not attempt to start, use, or otherwise energize a machine which is under lockout / tagout.  Failure to comply with this program is a serious violation of company safety expectations, and may result in disciplinary action according to company policies and procedures.

C. Energy Control Sequence.

(1) Notify all affected employees about required service or maintenance work to be performed on a machine, and that energy control procedures will be in place while the work is done.

(2) The authorized employee(s) must refer to identification labels, this program, and operating instructions as needed to identify the type and amount of energy involved, and determine the methods necessary to fully control the potential energy. 

(3) If the machine is operating, shut it down by the normal stopping procedure.

(4) Deactivate the energy isolation device (breaker) so that the machinery is fully isolated from the energy source.

Most equipment at ____________ can be fully de-energized by disconnecting the plug and keeping the cord end under control.  We have identified the following equipment which is not cord & plug connected and therefore requires lockout /tagout at a control location:

Machine


Control Location

___________________
___________________________________
(5) Lock out the energy isolating device with assigned individual lock.  If a device will not accept a lock, use a tag.  If tags are used, affected employees must receive additional training and warnings on the limitations of a tagout procedure.

Energy control supplies are located _________________________.

(6) Release or restrain any residual energy (such as that in capacitors, springs, raised machine components, and pressure systems such as hydraulics, air, gas, steam, water, etc.) by appropriate means such as grounding, blocking, lowering, bleeding down, etc.

.

(7) Test to determine that machines are fully isolated.  First, remove any exposed employees from the area.  Then verify the isolation of the machine by trying the normal operating control or otherwise testing to make certain the equipment will not run. 

CAUTION!  Return the operating control to the neutral or “off” position after verifying the isolation.

(8) Follow company procedures for performing any service and repairs.

4. Restoring Equipment To Service.

When work is complete and the machine is ready to return to normal operating condition, the following steps must be followed.

(1) Check the machine and surrounding area to be sure the machine is operationally intact, non-essential items (tools, etc.) have been removed, and all guards and covers are back in place.

(2) Check the work area to ensure that all people have been safely positioned or removed from the area.

(3) Verify that the controls are in neutral.

(4) Remove the energy control devices and re-energize the machine.  ONLY the person who applied a control device may remove it.  Note:  The safe removal of some types of blocking (such as hydraulic ram stops) may require re-energizing the machine before removal.

(5) Notify affected employees that the work is completed and the machine is ready to use.

Goals of our Program:


1.) Avoid injuries that can occur from accidental start-up.


2.) Avoid exposing workers to hazards from unsecured or unguarded equipment.

To be sure, ALWAYS lock it out!!
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